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Christmas Message — “Always on Time”

A Lady had a circle of friends for whom she really wanted to buy Christmas
presents. Time slipped away and it was so busy at work for her she just wasn't
able to get to the store to purchase those gifts. Time was running out. So not too
many days before Christmas she decided to give up on the gift idea and just buy
everybody the same beautiful Christmas card. She went to the local gift store and
hurriedly went through the now picked over stack of cards and found a box of
fifty, just exactly what she wanted. She didn't take time to read the message, she
just noticed a beautiful cover on it and there was gold around it and a floral
appearance on the front of the card and she thought, That's perfect. So she
signed all of them, "With all my love."

The next Christmas she came upon a few of those leftover cards and
remembered the haste in which she purchased them without even looking too
closely at its contents. She opened one up and was shocked to read the
message inside: “This Christmas card is just to say, a little gift is on its way."

Yikes, those friends would have been waiting and waiting for something that was
never going to come. Do you ever feel like that in times of waiting? This is never
going to happen. Or whatever outcome you’re hoping for seems futile.

In our recent studies here at Riverside, both on Sundays and Wednesdays,
we’ve been looking at this idea of waiting.

In our study of 1 Samuel, we’re looking at the life of David and how he had to
wait for the promise of God to be realized. He was anointed the future king of
Israel when he was still a teenager, but he had to wait around 15-20 years from
that moment he was anointed until he actually took the throne. Years of waiting,
years of running from Saul, and years of wondering if becoming king will ever
happen?

In our study of 1 Thessalonians we’ve been looking at the coming of Jesus
Christ, and we read in 1 Thessalonians 1:10, "and to wait for His Son from
heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the
wrath to come."

We’re excited for the return of Jesus Christ, but if you’re like me, you’re probably
wondering, what are you waiting for Jesus? We’re waiting and waiting, and it can
become easy to think, is it ever going to happen?

riversidecalvary.com // Page 1 of 5



Christmas Message: “Always on Time” — Dec 21, 2025 // Brent Smith

You probably felt like that in the buildup to Christmas morning. It was a period of
waiting and waiting. It seemed it could not come soon enough.

Waiting is never easy. We’ve become so conditioned to things being express,
instant, immediate, that having to wait for any period of time is agony.

And yet, waiting is right where the Lord often has us. It’s not a waiting to make us
frustrated, it’s a waiting to bring us to a place of resting in Him. Trusting Him and
learning in that time that He’s all we need. And He not only wants to sustain us,
He wants to build in us the very things that will carry out His purposes. That often
involves waiting, and it involves resting in Him, knowing that He’s at work in that
time of waiting.

One thing we have to trust the Lord in is that His timing is always perfect.

| confess, my timing is often off. At least that’s what my staff remind me of every
staff meeting. When the service goes a little long they seem to think it’s all my
fault. | admit though my timing can improve. | don't like being late for things. We
all like things being on time because we don’t like waiting.

Well today we have a great reminder from God’s Word of the perfect timing of
Jesus. He came into a world that was desperately waiting for change. Waiting for
some glimmer of hope. Waiting for the Promise to be realized.

Galatians 4:4-5, "But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, ° to redeem those who were under
the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons."

The first coming of Jesus was one that came after a long time of waiting. His
coming was prophesied right in the book of Genesis 3:15, "And | will put enmity
Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall
bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.”

But His arrival came after many wondered if there was any hope of this ever
happening.

| love the line in the Christmas song, ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’:
“Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.”
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- It was not an easy time. God had been silent for some 400 years. People
wondered if He was still upholding His promise. Years passed by of
waiting and wondering. But it was a time that the Lord was at work.
Everything was being prepared for the greatest gift of all to be presented
in the world.

- Jesus came in perfect timing: when the fullness of time had come...
What made this the perfect time?

1. It was a time where the Romans had made the world a little smaller.
Roadways were created that brought people closer together. Some of these
roads are still in existence. Peace was being experienced through the Pax
Romana. People like Paul were able to be freed from potential harm by
showing their Roman citizenship. It was a period of time of great
advancement, but it was also a time when the gospel would be able to
advance.

2. The Greeks had given a universal language that was both flexible and
versatile. The New Testament was written in this language and wherever
early Christians took this gospel, most people were able to speak and
understand Greek.

3. The Spiritual climate of the day was poor but because of this there was a
religious vacuum ready to be filled. Jesus Christ came with a purity and
morality that was rarely seen in that day, one that Christians later emulated
by faith in Christ. People saw a new way to live. That religious vacuum was
finally being filled rightly.

So what may have seemed to the world as a very dark and depressing time, God
in the fullness of time (or at the perfect time) sent forth His Son.

Notice that, God sent His Son. It wasn’t that we could go to God, but rather God
came to us.

He was born of a woman. He took on flesh! He is Emmanuel, God with us! God
incarnate! He chose a path of humility to reach us and nobody is out of reach.

He was born under the law. He experienced the law. His family followed and
observed the law. No one could say that Jesus was out of touch with the law or
couldn’t save us from the law because He never experienced it. Not at all. He
was born in it and lived under it. Not only did Jesus follow the law, he was the
only One able to live it out — He fulfilled it perfectly.
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- Because He fulfilled it, He’s able to redeem those who were under the
law.

All those that waited patiently, who trusted the Lord’s timing and rested in Him,
received the greatest of gifts — salvation! This is a gift that we could not purchase
for ourselves.

- Many of you like to go Christmas shopping — for yourselves. That’s what |
like to do. | tell my wife, don’t worry about buying me anything, I'll get my
own gifts (her gifts are a little too practical).

- But this was a gift that man could not provide for himself, only Jesus
could provide. Only He was perfect and sinless. His death on the cross
redeemed us by paying the price we owed for our sin — death. He died
that death we deserved. But He rose again so we could have life in Him.

- This was a gift absolutely worth waiting for.

Not only was this a gift of life, but it was a gift of relationship. ...that we may
receive the adoption as sons.
God has brought us in as His children.

- “When the adoption was complete it was complete indeed. The person
who had been adopted had all the rights of a legitimate son in his new
family and completely lost all rights in his old family. In the eyes of the law
he was a new person. So new was he that even all debts and obligations
connected with his previous family were abolished as if they had never
existed. That is what Paul says that God has done for us. We were
absolutely in the power of sin and of the world; God, through Jesus, took
us out of that power into His; and that adoption wipes out the past and
makes us new.” !

Have you received this for yourself?

What a wonderful time of year it is where we remember Christ’s first advent. But
we remember it was a time filled with waiting, with having to trust the Lord and
learn to rest in Him; knowing that He was at work despite what people may have
otherwise thought or seen in front of them.

It’s the same truth for us today. God is at work. And those times of waiting are

! Barclay, W., ed. (1976). The letters to the Galatians and Ephesians (p. 80). The Westminster John Knox Press.
riversidecalvary.com // Page 4 of 5



Christmas Message: “Always on Time” — Dec 21, 2025 // Brent Smith

not meant to be times of restlessness, they’re meant to be times of resting,
because God is at work and His timing is always perfect!
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