Good Morning/Afternoon
God is AWESOME
I really hope you come out to the movie this Friday – You will be excited and challenged. We are happy to host this church wide event.

It is Love Life Sunday again (how is July almost over already)
Stop by the table
Read our statement as a house of refuge by the welcome desk
Just before I make an exciting announcement have a look at a quick recap of our last prayer walk in Douglas park.
That was a special day and we will be planning some other activities and events for the fall so stay tuned for that.
As always you are invited to join us for a time of prayer after the third service over in the new unit.

Well I have some amazing news to share regarding the little boy Luis that we have been praying for a forever home for.. Steve & Cindy Klassen Have been approved by both the local adoption agency as well as the authorities in the Philippines to adopt Luis.

1.  We had a call with a few people from Sunrise Adoption Agency this morning.  We have been given the go-ahead from the Philippines.  We still have some paperwork to complete, but they will go ahead with the placement of Luis in our home prior to all the paperwork being completed.
2.  Luis will be told on Sunday night (was previously going to be Saturday) that he will be leaving his current family - prayer needed for this specifically
3.  Our first meeting with Luis will still be on Tuesday, July 28
4.  Prayer needed as we (us and the kids included) adjust to a new child joining our family with very little notice - strength, peace, patience, much wisdom and things such as school placement need etc.

We are in awe of what God has been doing in this situation.  it seems that God heard my "we won't seek out another adoption" and made it so we didn't have to seek it out.  He brought a child right to us!

Pray


July 26, 2026 – 2 Timothy 1:1-7
Stir up the Gift of God
Introduction to 2 Timothy
Well, it isn’t often that I get to kick off a brand-new study, but I am super excited to be able to introduce our study for the next several weeks in 2 Timothy. We will be studying chapter 1 verses 1-7 this morning so would you STAND with me as we read God’s word this morning.
Greeting
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life, which is in Christ Jesus,
2 To Timothy, a beloved son:
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
Timothy’s Faith and Heritage
3 I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day, 4 greatly desiring to see you, being mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy, 5 when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also. 6 Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.
PRAY
Just before we get into the chapter itself, I want to spend a few minutes laying a bit of the groundwork for this letter to Timothy.
2 Timothy Is the last letter that Paul wrote that is included in the cannon of scripture and is one of three letters written by Paul that are known as the “Pastoral Epistles” These are 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy & Titus. Paul’s other epistles are written to entire churches while these three letters are written specifically to the pastors that are leading the churches, in Timothy’s case, in Ephesus, and for Titus, he was leading the church that Paul had established in Crete. 
Approximately 4 years had passed between the writing of 1Timothy, and 2 Timothy and Paul’s circumstances had changed dramatically. When Paul wrote 1 Timothy, he had been a free man, having been released from his house arrest in Rome and was travelling in the region of Macedonia ministering and spreading the gospel in Philippi. Now however, under the increasing persecution of the Christians under the Roman emperor Nero, Paul had been taken prisoner again and was now in the dark recesses of the Marmertine Prison to await his eventual execution. We will see as we go through this letter from Paul to his son in the ministry that Paul knew he was at the end of his mission for the Lord and was encouraging Timothy to carry on the work as a father passing down the torch to his son. Considering where this letter was written and Paul’s soon to be execution, this really is a beautiful letter and carries with it much blessing, encouragement and instruction. We will see that it is a letter, that though it came from a dark, wet death row cell, it carries a triumphant message. The outstanding theme of the letter centers around the importance of faithfulness to Jesus Christ regardless of the opposition of the day. 
So, let’s get into these first few verses to begin our study in 2 Timothy.
SLIDE – Leave slide up
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life, which is in Christ Jesus,
2 To Timothy, a beloved son:
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

Paul begins by declaring that his apostleship is authorized by the will of God. He has been sent out by God to declare the good news of Jesus Christ to anyone and everyone who would hear it. His next words stir up a question when you think about Paul’s current circumstance. He says, “according to the promise of life” and yet he knows that his death is imminent. He is literally waiting any day for a guard to come and take him out of his cell and walk him out to his place of execution. So, what promise of life is Paul talking about? Well, he is certainly not talking about a promise of physical life. He is looking beyond the physical toward the eternal life that is the promise of life in Christ Jesus. 
You see, this brief time that we are allotted to spend on this earth, is but a spot on a speck of dust in a universe of dust when compared with eternity. It kind of reminds me of the Dr. Suess book, “Horton hears a Who” when the elephant Horton discovers an entire civilization that is living on a speck of dust floating through the air. But that is a whole rabbit trail that I won’t follow right now…
What Paul is saying is that we have a promise of life that is so much more than this earthly existence. We have life eternal in Jesus Christ our Lord, this is the promise that Paul is looking to. We get another clue to this fact in chapter 4:8 when Paul talks about the crown of righteousness that Jesus will be giving him. The interesting part of that is that crowns go on your head and Paul is very quickly going to be separated from his by the executioner’s axe. He is definitely not talking about an earthly reward for an earthly life. The promise of life that he is looking forward to is purely eternal.
Verse 2 says
2 To Timothy, a beloved son:
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

Now here Paul uses a little different greeting than he does in 1 Timothy where he says “Timothy a true son in the faith”. Here he says Timothy my beloved son. I don’t think that Paul loves Timothy more than he did when he wrote 1 Timothy, but I do think that he has grown to appreciate him more and wants to acknowledge this to Timothy. He is expressing the fact that he views Timothy as a much loved and true companion if the faith. 
As we will see as we get to the end of this letter that many have abandoned Paul and that he has very few that he can count on to carry on this ministry. He is letting Timothy know that he knows that he is faithful and true and that Paul is depending on him. This letter really seems to be a “passing of the torch” from a wise old veteran of the faith to his protégé and beloved son in the Lord. Paul knows that his life is rapidly coming to an end and he is preparing Timothy to carry on the ministry after Paul is taken home to be with the Lord. 
The next thing he says is; Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

This is something that he says only in his three letters to the pastors. In all of Paul’s letters to churches in general he greets them with Grace and peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord. But here and in 1 Timothy, as well as Titus Paul adds “mercy” to his greeting of pastors, giving the idea that pastors need more mercy than others.

SLIDE – a quote from Charles Spurgeon

“Did you ever notice this one thing about Christian ministers, that they need even more mercy than other people? Although everybody needs mercy, ministers need it more than anybody else; and so we do, for if we are not faithful, we shall be greater sinners even than our hearers, and it needs much grace for us always to be faithful, and much mercy will be required to cover our shortcomings. So, I shall take those three things to myself: ‘Grace, mercy, and peace.’ You may have the two, ‘Grace and peace,’ but I need mercy more than any of you; so I take it from my Lord’s loving hand, and I will trust, and not be afraid, despite all my shortcomings, and feebleness, and blunders, and mistakes, in the course of my whole ministry.”
Spurgeon.
We read in James 3:1
My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment. 

This is something that all pastors and teachers of the word have in common. And because we are still being sanctified, we need mercy from the Lord.

SLIDE
2 Timothy 1:3-4
I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day, 4 greatly desiring to see you, being mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy, 5 when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.

Paul says that he serves God with a pure conscience, as did his forefathers, he is not saying that he has lived a sinless life, far from it, Paul reminds us in his letters that he knows that he is a sinner. He says in 1 Timothy 1:15 that he is the chief of sinners. What he is saying here I think, is that as the forefathers of the faith, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and the prophets of the old testament looked forward to the coming of the Messiah and the forgiveness and salvation that He would bring, Paul could look back at the teaching of these men and it all made sense in the moment that he received the saving grace of God and the cleansing of the blood of Jesus that could enable him to have a “pure conscience.” The same as you and I can thank God for that. Even though we are still being sanctified and that work is not done until we are glorified in eternity, we can still serve God with a pure conscience as Paul did because the Father sees us through the blood of Jesus and sees the work as complete. 
I am so encouraged that as believers we have the absolute assurance of our salvation. When we give our lives to Jesus and invite Him to take control of our lives, we are sealed by the Holy Spirit as being the purchased possession of God through the blood of Jesus Christ. He is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption by the Father. You see, as believers when we sin, (and we will) we do not lose our salvation, but we do break fellowship with the Father. The bible says that God created us for fellowship with Him and His desire is that we remain in that fellowship. When we sin, we effectively build a wall between us and the Father and fellowship with Him is interrupted. God has supplied the remedy for re-establishing that fellowship and He spells it out in His word. 
SLIDE
1 John 2:1 Says: My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
I love how J. Vernon McGee puts it, picture a courtroom with God the Father sitting as judge. The bible says that Satan stands before the throne accusing us day and night but as we just read, we have an advocate, our defence lawyer, Jesus Christ who stands before the Father and begins to plead our case. He pleads it not based on any merit on our part, but on the basis of what Jesus Himself did. Because it goes on in the next verse to say that;
SLIDE
1 John 2:2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.
That word, propitiation, means that Jesus has completely satisfied that righteous judgment of God. The penalty of death for our sins has been paid in full. So while Jesus is speaking to the Father on our behalf, the Holy Spirit is at work in our hearts convicting us of our sin and bringing us to the place of confession and admitting our sin before a just God. The bible then says in;
SLIDE
1 John 1:9 says - if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Once we are cleansed from our sin our fellowship relationship with the Father is restored. This is such an important principle for the believer to understand. I just want to linger on it a few moments longer and share a story that H.A. Ironside told to really bring home this point. When we are adopted into the family of God, it is permanent, done deal! But like in any family, actions have consequences and broken fellowship is a big one. 
Ironside relayed a story from his own family that illustrates the kind of confession that God is looking for. One day one of his boys had done something that was in disobedience to the rules and was told that he was to go to his room and would not be able to join the family for supper until he confessed his wrong and asked for forgiveness. This young man was a particularly stubborn one and went to his room pouting and unrepentant. After a while his tummy began to rumble and he came downstairs and said that if his father thought he had done something wrong, he was sorry about that and that he would like to join the family for supper. His father told him that was not good enough and to go back upstairs. After a bit more time, the young man came downstairs again and said “ since you and mother both think I have done something wrong then I guess I have and  am sorry about that” I would like to join the family for supper now. His father told him again to return to his room. After a little more time had passed the young man came back down and said, “father and mother, I know that I did wrong and was very disobedient and I broke the rules. I am sorry that I did that. Will you forgive me and allow me to join the family for supper”?
At that the father hugged his son and said, of course we forgive you please come and sit down. The family then went on to have a wonderful supper together.
You see, the boy did not lose his place in the family, but until the wrong was confessed and repented of, the fellowship with the family was broken. Once it was dealt with, fellowship was restored. That is the way it is for us in God’s family.
Now let’s move on with the rest of verse 3 - SLIDE
What a blessing it must have been for Timothy to hear that Paul was consistent in his prayers for him. Remembering him day and night in his prayers. One thing we know for sure is that the apostle Paul was a man who believed in prayer and the power of the Holy Spirit that is unleashed because of it. He tells both individuals and entire churches that he is unrelenting in his prayers for them. He tells them that he prays for their encouragement, strengthening, for their steadfast faith to grow and for boldness to preach the word of God faithfully and without wavering.  
SLIDE
Ephesians 1:15-16
Therefore, I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers
Philippians 1:3-4
I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy
Romans 1:9
For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers
These are just a few of the more than 15 examples that we are given in scripture of Paul’s faithful praying for others in the body of Christ. Paul also specifically asks for prayer no less than 8 times for himself and his fellow workers in the ministry. He asks for prayer for protection, deliverance but mostly for boldness and the furtherance of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
SLIDE
In verse 4 Paul says that he desires greatly to see Timothy and that he would be filled with joy to see him. He says, being mindful or remembering your tears. It is not historically known for sure, but it is thought by some scholars that when Paul was arrested and taken into custody for the final time, that he was either in Ephesus or in the vicinity and that Timothy was witness to the arrest. Timothy may have wanted to go with Paul, but was required to stay and further establish the believers in Ephesus as the pastor that Paul had left to lead that church.
Some time has passed now since that point and Paul is really wanting to see Timothy and we will see in several weeks toward the end of our study in 2 Timothy that Paul has made some arrangements for this to happen, but I won’t get into that right now.
Now we get to the part of Paul’s letter where he begins to reveal his confidence in Timothy and to prepare him for what you could refer to as the passing of the torch so to speak. Paul knew that his time on this earth was coming quickly to an end and was beginning to prepare Timothy to continue the work that he would no longer be able to do.
SLIDE
2 Timothy 1:5
when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.

Paul says that he sees Timothy as having a genuine faith. The word genuine here literally translates as “unhypocritical” or “sincere.” What an amazing thing to hear. That is what I would hope could be said of me. That I live in such a way as to demonstrate my faith in the way that I live my life. I have heard it said that a true test for your life in Christ is that if someone could just watch you without speaking to you or hearing from you but just watch you for 30 days, would they conclude that you were a follower of Jesus? That would be to me what Paul means by a genuine faith. Faith that is lived out in everything you do in life.
He tells Timothy that he has been given an amazing heritage from both his mother Eunice, and his grandmother Lois. Timothy’s father was a Greek, but both his grandmother and his mother were Jewish and had made sure that he had been taught in the scriptures as he grew up. We see that in 
SLIDE - 2 Timothy 3:15
and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
So, Timothy had been prepared by the teaching of the scriptures to recognize the truth of the gospel and when Paul made his first mission trip to Lystra this would, in all likelihood, have been the time that all he had been taught, came together in the realization that Jesus was indeed the promised Messiah and he gave his life to the Lord and became a follower of Jesus. From there he joined Paul in ministry and went with Paul on many of his trips until Paul assigned him to oversee the church in Ephesus where he had been now for several years.
Warren Wiersbe says:
Paul had watched Timothy’s life and service during those years they were together. He was certain that Timothy’s faith was genuine. In fact, Timothy’s heritage was a great one, for he was reared in a godly home, trained by a wonderful apostle, and given marvelous opportunities for serving the Lord.
Paul has reminded Timothy of the wonderful heritage that he had been given and now he encourages him to stir up the gift of God which is in him. We are told in Scripture that we as followers of Christ, have God given gifts that we are to use for His glory and to be a blessing to others. 
SLIDE
Romans 12:6-8
so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
And there are definitely more than these but whatever the gift(s) that God has given us, we are to be using on a regular basis. In verse 6 Paul goes on to say;
SLIDE
2 Timothy 1:6-7
6 Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.
The words “stir up” is translated from the Greek anazópureó which is to kindle afresh or to fan into flame. We get the picture of blowing or fanning on the embers of the fire to cause it to explode back into a full flame to give light and warmth to those in the vicinity of the flame. And in order to keep the flame burning hot and bright we must continue to feed the fire with fuel. We know that the fuel that feeds our fire is the word of God and the Holy Spirit within our lives. And that daily communion, spending time with Jesus, give us the fuel we need to keep the fire burning. 
Paul had seen and knew the gift of God in Timothy’s life but he must have also known that Timothy was sometimes timid or intimidated to use his gift because there are no less than 25 times in first and second Timothy that Paul tells him to be bold and to be the shepherd that God had created him to be. Especially now at this time when it seems as though Paul was getting him ready to take over the ministry. He tells him to fan into flame his gift and then he reenforces that by affirming that God has prepared him for the work ahead. 
He says in verse 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear(timidity), but of power and of love and of a sound mind.
This is such an important verse. The word “fear” here is translated directly from the Greek word “deilias” and is the only time it is used in the New Testament. It is more accurately translated “cowardice” or “timidity”
You know we all deal with fear of one sort or another. It could be public speaking or confrontation or rejection (maybe from witnessing) There are so many things that could cause fear to rise within our lives, and fear is one of the devils most effective tools. What we need to make sure of though, is that fear does not creep in to our thinking and cause us to be cowards in the faith. I believe that is why Paul uses such strong language here as he encourages Timothy that God does not want us to approach the work that He has given us with cowardice.
The first thing we need to remember is that this fear has not come from God. It might be just our flesh, or it might even be an attack of Satan, but it does not come from God. Because what we have been given is Power (from the Greek dunamai) where we get our word dynamite, explosive power. Love, and a Sound Mind (self-control or discipline). These are the strengths that God gives us through His Holy Spirit in our lives.
God says in His word not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit says the Lord of hosts.
David Guzik says: SLIDE
Paul wrote this to Timothy because boldness matters; without it, we can’t fulfill God’s purpose for our lives. God’s purpose for us is more than making money, being entertained, and being comfortable; it is for each of us to use the gifts He gives to touch His people and help a needy world. Fear and timidity will keep us from using the gifts God gives. God wants us each to take His power, His love, and His calm thinking and overcome fear, to be used of Him with all the gifts He gives.
The reason that we can be bold as believers is simple. It is because God tells us that He will never leave us or forsake us.
SLIDE

Deuteronomy 31:8
And the LORD, He is the One who goes before you. He will be with you; He will not leave you nor forsake you; do not fear nor be dismayed.”

Hebrews 13:5b-6
…For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we may boldly say: “The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?”


So, as we wrap this passage up today, I want to encourage each of us that we are not bound by the fear and darkness of this world. We have been gifted by the God of all creation to accomplish the work the He has set before us to do with power, love and self-control. This is the truth of His word.
And if you are here this morning and you don’t have the assurance of Jesus salvation in your life. I want to give you an opportunity to ask Him to take over your life and give you the peace that only a follower of Christ can have. 
WORSHIP TEAM 
If you feel the tug of the Holy Spirit on your heart right now, I encourage you not to resist His call upon your life. God only wants the very best for you. The bible says that He stands at the door and knocks and if any man ANY MAN hears His voice and opens the door, I will come in and dine with him. He is waiting for your answer to His knock on the door of your heart.  
With every eye closed and every head bowed I want to pray a quick prayer and if you want to answer God’s call on your life today, you pray along with me.
Dear Lord….
If you prayed that prayer this morning, please come talk to me or to the prayer teams that will be up front
PRAY



