
Other Gospels?

The passages below are excerpts from two of the false gospels that were written in the first couple cen-
turies of the early church. Read these excerpts and then answer the questions below.

INFANCY GOSPEL OF THOMAS

I, Thomas the Israelite, tell unto you, even all the brethren that are of the Gentiles, to make known 
unto you the works of the childhood of our Lord Jesus Christ and his mighty deeds, even all that he did 
when he was born in our land: whereof the beginning is thus: . . . After that again he went through the 
village, and a child ran and dashed against his shoulder. And Jesus was provoked and said unto him, 
“Thou shalt not finish thy course.” And immediately he fell down and died. But certain when they saw 
what was done said: “Whence was this young child born, for that every word of his is an accomplished 
work?” And the parents of him that was dead came unto Joseph, and blamed him, saying, “Thou that 
hast such a child canst not dwell with us in the village: or do thou teach him to bless and not to curse, 
for he slayeth our children.”

1. Does this passage sound consistent with the writings of the apostles? Explain your thinking.

2. What biblical passages would you use to explain that this must be a false writing?
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GOSPEL OF JUDAS

One day He was with his disciples in Judea, and He found them gathered together and seated in pious 
observance. When He approached His disciples, gathered together and seated and offering a prayer of 
thanksgiving over the bread, He laughed.

The disciples said to Him, “Master, why are you laughing at our prayer of thanksgiving? We have done 
what is right.”

He answered and said to them, “I am not laughing at you. You are not doing this because of your own 
will but because it is through this that your God will be praised.”

They said, “Master, you are the son of our God.”

Jesus said to them, “How do you know me? Truly I say to you, no generation of the people that are 
among you will know me.”

When His disciples heard this, they started getting angry and infuriated and began blaspheming against 
Him in their hearts.

When Jesus observed their lack of understanding, He said to them, “Why has this agitation led you to 
anger? Your God who is within you and [?] have provoked you to anger within your souls. Let any one 
of you who is strong enough among human beings bring out the perfect human and stand before my 
face.”

They all said, “We have the strength.” But their spirits did not dare to stand before Him, except for Judas 
Iscariot. He was able to stand before Him, but he could not look Him in the eyes, and he turned his 
face away.

Judas said to him, “I know who you are and where you have come from. You are from the immortal 
realm of Barbelo. And I am not worthy to utter the name of the one who has sent you.”

3. Does this passage sound consistent with the writings of the apostles? Explain your thinking.

4. What biblical passages would you use to explain that this must be a false writing?
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