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Lesson Overview
Come On In
Students will decorate a picture of a trum-
pet as a review of Lesson 11 and/or play 
with play dough. 

Circle Time 
Prayer—Using the Flip Chart Prayer Page, 
discuss prayer and give each child the op-
portunity to pray after determining what 
type of prayer you will offer today. 

God’s Word—In the new creation that 
God promises to make there will be no 
crying, no pain, no suffering, and no 
death. God’s new creation is only for His 
children. We can only become His chil-
dren by believing in Jesus Christ. 

Song Time—Students will sing songs to 
help them remember the lesson of the 
day. Lyrics to the songs are found on the 
Flip Chart Song Page and the Song Sheet 
at the back of this Teacher Guide.

1
Activity 1: Matching Game
Students will turn over pictures showing 
some of the things that will be gone forev-
er in the new heaven and new earth. 

2
Activity 2: Rejoice Shakers
Students will create music shakers to cele-
brate the new heaven and new earth that 
God will make for His children. 

Memory Verse Review and Activity
Students will review the memory verse 
as they play a game and recite/sing the 
verse. Give them an opportunity to 
repeat the verse with you or after you 
individually.

Applying God’s Word/Snack
Students will review the lesson while 
enjoying the snack for the day.

12New Heaven and New Earth
Key Passages
•	 Revelation 21:1, 21:3–4; John 1:12

Lesson Focus
•	 God has promised a new, wonderful creation. 
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Lesson Preparation
WHAT YOU WILL DO WHAT YOU WILL NEED

FOR THE TEACHER

�� Study the Prepare to Share section.
�� Go Before the Throne.

COME ON IN

�� Print one Trumpet Picture from the Resource DVD-
ROM for each student.

�� Cut yellow tissue paper into small squares for chil-
dren to glue onto the Trumpet Picture.

�� Provide play dough if appropriate. 

�� Trumpet Picture for each student
�� Yellow tissue paper squares
�� Glue sticks & crayons
�� Play dough
�� Cookie cutters

CIRCLE TIME

�� Practice the songs on the Song Sheet at the back of 
this Teacher Guide.

�� Print the six Lesson Illustrations from the Resource 
DVD-ROM for your use during the lesson.

�� Stuffed animal for prayer time
�� Bible
�� Six Lesson Illustrations
�� Lesson Flip Chart Page

1
MATCHING GAME

�� Print and cut out two each of the seven Matching 
Game Cards from the Resource DVD-ROM. 14 cards 
per set.

�� Print enough sets of the matching cards so each 
table of students can play. Print additional sets for 
each child to take home. Put these in envelopes or 
small plastic bags.

�� Matching Game Cards (14 cards per set)
�� Enough sets of cards to play during class and for 

students to take one set home with them
�� Envelopes or plastic bags to put students’ cards into

2
REJOICE SHAKERS

�� Print one Rejoice Shakers Instruction Sheet from the 
Resource DVD-ROM for your use. 

�� Gather supplies to the right. 
�� Assemble one Rejoice Shaker to show as an example.

�� One paper plate for each student
�� Crayons & Stickers
�� Hot glue gun and glue sticks
�� Colored electrical tape
�� Lentils, dried beans, or rice
�� Assembled Rejoice Shaker for an example

MEMORY VERSE REVIEW AND ACTIVITY

�� Print and cut out one set of the 9 Memory Verse 
Flashcards from the Resource DVD-ROM for your 
use—preferably on cardstock. You will use these 
flashcards for Lessons 7–12. 

�� Flip Chart Memory Verse Page
�� Nine Memory Verse Flashcards
�� Tape or poster putty

APPLYING GOD’S WORD/SNACK

�� Prepare and bring snacks. �� Student Take Home Sheets
�� Lesson Flip Chart for Review
�� Snacks
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Prepare to Share
SCRIPTURAL BACKGROUND

Prepare to teach by preparing your heart. Read the 
key passages listed above with this background.

The Bible tells us the history of the universe—from 
the Creation of all things in the book of Genesis to the 
Consummation when God will end history and fulfi ll 
His plan for the universe. The Consummation includes 
major events that are promised in the Scriptures. One 
of those events is the promised return of Jesus Christ in 
glory! The Bible tells us that the Lord will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the trumpet of God! The saints of God will 
meet the Lord in the air and will then be with Him 
always (1 Thessalonians 4:16–17).

Another event the Consummation will include is 
the creation of the new heavens and the new earth. This 
new creation was written about in the Old Testament in 
Isaiah 65:17, “For behold, I create new heavens and a 
new earth; and the former shall not be remembered or 
come to mind.” Peter mentions the new heavens in the 
New Testament as well. He speaks of God’s promise of 
the new heaven and new earth in which righteousness 
will dwell (2 Peter 3:13). And in the book of Revela-
tion, John’s vision included a new heaven and a new 
earth, for the fi rst heaven and the fi rst earth had passed 
away (Revelation 21:1). 

What will the new creation be like? Well, there 
was a time when God’s creation was perfect, and He 
described it as “very good” (Genesis 1:31). That was 
the original creation, before sin entered the world, 
where Adam and Eve were created and lived. But, that 
very good creation did not last long. Adam and Eve 
sinned, and their sin brought God’s curse of death, dis-
ease, and suffering into the world (Romans 5:12). And 
we see and live in that cursed world today!

But as discussed above, God has promised a 
new heaven and a new earth. This new heaven and 
new earth will be a restoration of ALL things from the 
wicked, evil, sinful, and dark world we see now to the 
“very good” state that was the original creation. John 
got a glimpse of this new creation when he heard a 
loud voice from heaven proclaiming that the taberna-
cle of God would be with men. God would dwell with 
His people. And in so doing, all sorrow, death, crying, 
and pain would pass away. All things would indeed be 
made new and good in the presence of God Himself 
(Revelation 21:3–5). This is a glorious hope—one that 
can only be imagined—that believers would have the 
privilege to stand before the throne of God and spend 

eternity in a place where there would be no need of 
sun or moon to shine because the glory of God will 
be there and the Lamb—Jesus Christ—will be its light 
(Revelation 21:23)!

But the Consummation will also include a judg-
ment. And all unbelievers—those who never bowed 
the knee to Jesus Christ, the Savior, those who have 
never repented and trusted Christ completely for their 
forgiveness and salvation, will be judged according to 
their works. And their works are as fi lthy rags before 
the holy, Creator God (Isaiah 64:6). Their names will 
not appear in the Book of Life (Revelation 20:15). These 
unbelievers will be known as the cowardly, unbeliev-
ing, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcer-
ers, idolaters, and liars. And God has ordained that they 
will fi nally have their part in the lake that burns with 
fi re and brimstone forever and ever (Revelation 21:8). 

Jesus Christ came to earth as the perfect sacrifi ce, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, that sinners may 
come into the presence of God through His righteous-
ness. And His Word says that whoever believes in Him 
will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe 
is condemned already because He has not believed in 
the name of God’s one and only Son (John 3:18).

HISTORICAL/APOLOGETICS 
BACKGROUND1

The subject of heaven and what it is like is a very 
popular one in our culture today. There have been many 
books written on the topic recently, particularly books 
by those who supposedly went to heaven and returned 
to tell us about it. A few of the titles include Heaven 
Is for Real, 90 Minutes in Heaven, Proof of Heaven, 
To Heaven and Back, The Boy Who Came Back from 
Heaven, Flight to Heaven, My Journey to Heaven, 
Waking Up in Heaven, My Time in Heaven, Heaven 
Is: A Visit to Heaven, Heaven Is So Real, A Divine Rev-
elation of Heaven, Revealing Heaven: An Eyewitness 
Account, 40 Days in Heaven, My Trip to Heaven. Each 
of these books relates the story of someone who visited 
heaven—either as a near-death experience, in a divine 
vision, or who received a personal tour of heaven. 
Their stories are full of specifi c details about what 
heaven is like, who is there, and what is happening in 
the celestial realm. But when we compare their claims 
with Scripture, it becomes clear that they are merely 

1  Adapted from John MacArthur, “Are Visits to Heaven for Real?” 
https://answersingenesis.org/reviews/books/are-visits-to-heaven-for-
real/
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fi gments of the human imagination, not true visions of 
heaven as it is described in God’s Word.

We live in a self-absorbed culture, and it shows 
in these accounts of people who claim they’ve been 
to heaven. They sound as if they viewed paradise in 
a mirror, keeping themselves in the foreground. They 
say comparatively little about God or His glory. But the 
glory of God is what the Bible says fi lls, illuminates, 
and defi nes heaven. Instead, the authors of these stories 
seem obsessed with details like how good they felt—
how peaceful, how happy, how comforted they were; 
how they received privileges and accolades; how fun 
and enlightening their experience was; and how many 
things they think they now understand perfectly that 
could never be gleaned from Scripture alone. In short, 
they glorify self while barely noticing God’s glory. They 
highlight everything but what’s truly important about 
heaven.

There is simply no reason to believe anyone who 
claims to have gone to heaven and returned. John 3:13 
says, “No one has ascended to heaven but He who 
came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man.” And 
John 1:18 says, “No one has seen God at any time.”

Four biblical authors had visions of heaven—not 
near-death experiences. Isaiah and Ezekiel (Old Tes-
tament prophets) and Paul and John (New Testament 
apostles) all had such visions. Only three of these men 
later wrote about what they saw—and the details they 
gave were comparatively sparse (Isaiah 6:1–4; Ezekiel 
1, 10; Revelation 4–6). All of them focused properly on 
God’s glory. They also mentioned their own fear and 
shame in the presence of such glory. They had nothing 
to say about the mundane features that are so promi-
nent in modern tales about heaven (things like picnics, 
games, juvenile attractions, familiar faces, odd conver-
sations, and so on). Paul gave no actual description of 
heaven but simply said what he saw would be unlawful 
to utter. In short, the biblical descriptions of heaven 
could hardly be any more different from today’s fanci-
ful stories about heaven.

What God has revealed in Scripture is the only 
legitimate place to get a clear understanding of the 
heavenly kingdom. God’s written Word does in fact 
give us a remarkably full and clear picture of heaven 
and the spiritual realm. But the Bible still leaves many 
questions unanswered.

We need to accept the boundaries that God Him-
self has put on what He has revealed. It is sheer folly to 
speculate where Scripture is silent. And it is seriously 
dangerous to listen to anyone who claims to know 

more about God, heaven, angels, or the afterlife than 
God Himself has revealed to us in Scripture.

It is, however, right and benefi cial for Christians 
to fi x their hearts on heaven. Scripture commands us 
to cultivate that perspective: “If then you were raised 
with Christ, seek those things which are above, where 
Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind 
on things above, not on things on the earth” (Colos-
sians 3:1–2). “While we do not look at the things which 
are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the 
things which are seen are temporary, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18). 
“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also 
eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phi-
lippians 3:20).

Such a perspective is the very essence of true faith, 
according to Hebrews 11. Those with authentic, bibli-
cal faith acknowledge that they are strangers and pil-
grims on this earth (v. 13). They are seeking a heav-
enly homeland (v. 14). They “desire a better, that is, a 
heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God, for He has prepared a city for them” 
(v. 16). The “city” that verse refers to is the heavenly 
Jerusalem, an unimaginable place—the very capital of 
heaven. It will be the eternal abode of the redeemed. 
No wonder Christians are intrigued with the subject.

But no matter how much they might obsess over 
what heaven is like, people who fi ll their heads with 
a lot of fantastic or delusional ideas from others’ near-
death experiences have not truly set their minds on 
things above. If the inerrant biblical truth God has 
given us is the only reliable knowledge about heaven 
we have access to (and it is), then that is what should 
grip our hearts and minds, not the dreams and specula-
tions of human minds.

BEFORE THE THRONE

Jesus, you are King of kings and Lord of lords. One 
day in the new heaven and new earth, you will 
reign. You have made a way through Jesus Christ 
for sinners to dwell with you for all eternity. Help 
us to realize that this world and the things of the 
world are passing away. Help us all to grasp the 
amazing wonder of this truth. Please move in the 
hearts of my students to believe in Jesus Christ as 
Savior. May they delight in you and your Word for 
the rest of their days as they look forward to the 
new creation you have promised.
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Circle Time
In an orderly manner, have the children assemble in a circle away from the tables—either on the 
floor or in their chairs. Bring your Lesson Flip Chart, Bible, stuffed animal for prayer time, six Lesson 
Illustrations, and any other props you brought or prepared for this lesson. 

PRAYER

This prayer time is designed to get children to begin to understand some simple concepts about 
prayer and to get them to understand that they can pray. Use a special stuffed animal—prayer 
bear—or an appropriate object to pass around the circle as each child gets his/her turn to pray. 
Only the child with the stuffed animal is allowed to pray or speak during this time. Using the same 
stuffed animal or other object all year will add continuity and structure to this time.

We start our Bible study with prayer. Let’s pray. Turn to the Flip Chart Prayer Page. 
Briefly review the different types of prayer presented there. Then determine which type you want the 
children to pray today. 

•	 I love you prayers—Adoration

•	 I’m sorry prayers—Confession

•	 Thank you prayers—Thanksgiving

•	 Please prayers—Supplication

Today Thanksgiving is suggested. You might proceed this way: 

Today let’s say prayers of thanksgiving—and thank God for the many 
blessings He’s given us.

The prayers you begin with should be specific to your needs. This will model to the children that you 
believe God does care about all the details of your life, and you pray to Him about these things. Your 
example will increase their confidence in praying to God.

I’ll start. Dear God, you provide everything I have and need. Today I want 
to thank you for . . . (insert personal prayer).

➤➤ Prior to making 
your transition to 
Circle Time, we 
suggest you take 
time for restroom 
breaks and hand 
washing. 

➤➤ Preschoolers 
need to move. This is 
a good opportunity 
to get them to 
move. Make an 
orderly transition 
to the Circle Time. 
You can have carpet 
squares if you want 
to sit on the floor, or 
help them to move 
their chairs into the 
circle.

COME ON IN 

As children arrive . . . 

•	 They will decorate a picture of a trumpet as a 
review of Lesson 11. When Jesus returns the 
trumpet of God will sound!

•	 If there is time, they can play with play 
dough. 

During this time you should be at the door welcoming the 
children as they come in and directing them to sit down at 
the tables and begin the activity. Have an aid/helper ready to 
engage the children with the activity.

REVIEW

Using the Flip Chart, quickly review the previous 
lessons with your students. Take 5 to 10 minutes 
to reinforce the important truths the students 
have heard so far in your class.

Ask the children questions about the previous 
lessons as you display the Lesson Flip Chart 
Pages. Remind the children of each lesson’s focus. 
This will refresh the truths in your students’ 
minds and maintain continuity as you teach 
through the lessons.
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Pass the stuffed animal around the circle giving all the children an opportunity to say a prayer 
telling God thank you for something special in their lives.

Very good! Now let’s put our stuffed animal away, and we’ll get into God’s 
Word. 

GOD’S WORD

These first five questions will be repeated each week this quarter. The repetition of these questions 
will help to solidify these simple but foundational truths in the children’s minds at a young age. 

üü What is sin? Sin is any disobedience against God.

üü Who is a sinner? Every person is born in sin.

üü Did Jesus ever sin? No. He lived a sinless life.

üü Does everyone go to heaven? No. Only those whose hearts are changed and believe in 
Jesus. 

üü What does it mean to believe in Jesus? To trust that Jesus alone can save me. 

The following activity should be repeated at the beginning of each lesson to encourage 
anticipation and enthusiasm for looking into the Word of God. Use a sticky note to mark today’s 
passage before you begin. 

We are going to start out today by looking into God’s Word, the Bible. Hold 

up Bible. God’s Word is true, and we can trust what it says. But where should 
we look? One of you will help me with that. We’re going to play Bible Pass 
Around. Whoever ends up with the Bible must hold it very carefully until it 
is time to look in it. When it is time to read, you can bring it to me, and we’ll 
open it to see what we are going to talk about! Here’s what we’re going to 
do. I want everyone to count with me up to the number choose a number. You 
may also choose to practice the alphabet, recite the books of the Bible, sing one of the lesson songs, 

or recite the memory verse as you do this activity. We’ll start right here. Hand the Bible to 

the first student. As we say each number (or word) you must carefully pass the 
Bible to the person beside you—remember, we don’t want to drop it or tear 
it. Then when we get to the last number (or word), whoever has the Bible 
will hold on to it until we are ready to start our lesson. Are you ready? Let’s 
begin. You may want to have the student with the Bible stand next to you until it is time to open it. 

Continue with the lesson when finished with Bible Pass Around. 

Refer to Lesson 11 Flip Chart Page. Wow! God has such a wonderful plan for all of 
His children! Jesus made a very special promise to them!

üü What is the very special promise we talked about last week? Allow discussion. 

Refer to Lesson Illustration #1. Jesus will come back one day! He will come back in 
the clouds and there will be a shout and the trumpet of God will sound. 

And the Bible tells us that everyone who turns to Jesus in faith and 
receives His free gift of grace will be with Jesus forever. But that’s not all! 

➤➤ As you teach, 
refer often to the 
Lesson Flip Chart 
Page to keep the 
children engaged. 
When reading the 
lesson Scriptures, 
stand up, be 
enthusiastic, look 
at the children, 
and emphasize 
the answers to the 
questions you will 
be asking.

Bible Pass Around 

➤➤ Before Bible 
Pass Around, place 
a sticky note in your 
Bible to mark the 
first passage to be 
read. 

➤➤ When the Bible 
Pass Around Activity 
is completed, 
continue with the 
lesson.
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God has promised even more in His Word. And God is faithful to keep 
His promises!

üü Can we trust God to keep His promises? Yes! 

Make this a special time as the student brings the Bible, and he/she opens it to where the sticky note 
is. Show the students where the book of Revelation is. Let them look at it. Carry it around your circle. 

This is a very special promise. God has promised something new! Something 
brand new! I am going to read from the book of Revelation. It is the very last 
book of the Bible. Listen while I read, and tell me what new things God has 
promised! Read Revelation 21:1 emphasizing “new heaven” and “new earth.”

üü What are the new things God has promised? New heaven and new earth. 

üü Why will we need a new heaven and new earth? What has passed away? 
Re-read Revelation 21:1 if necessary. The first heaven and the first earth had passed away. 

This is amazing! The heavens above us and the earth we live in will one 
day pass away! They will be gone! But it’s OK because this is all God’s plan. 
We don’t have to worry about it, because the Bible tells us that God will 
make a NEW heaven and a NEW earth!

üü Do you think the new heaven and new earth will be better than the old 
one? Allow discussion. 

üü Hold up your Bible. I think it will be way better! Where can we go to find out 
about the new heaven and new earth? The Bible.

That’s right. The Bible is God’s Word and we can trust it to be true!

I am going to read about the new creation God has promised! Listen 
carefully! Read Revelation 21:3 emphasizing “God Himself will be with them and be their God.”

üü Who is this verse about? God!

üü Who will be with the people in the new creation? God Himself! 

That’s right! In this new creation God will live with men!

And the Bible tells us more! Listen to this! Read Revelation 21:4.

üü Who is this verse about? God.

üü Refer to Lesson Illustration #2. And what will God do for the people? Re-read 
Revelation 21:4 if necessary. Wipe away every tear from their eyes!

üü God will wipe away every tear! Do any of you ever cry? Allow discussion, show of 
hands. 

Of course you do. I cry sometimes, too. But in the new creation that God 
will one day make for His children, there will be no more crying. Nothing 
will ever be sad or wrong! 

Refer to Lesson Illustrations #3–6 as you read. Listen as I read Revelation 21:4 again. It 
tells us that there will be things that will be gone forever! See if you can 

Faithful 
(Refer to Attributes Poster)

Revelation 21:1

Revelation 21:3

➤➤ As you teach 
about the new 
heaven and new 
earth, show the 
Lesson Illustrations 
from the Resource 
DVD-ROM.

Revelation 21:4
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tell me what they are! Read Revelation 21:4 emphasizing “No more death, nor sorrow, or 
crying. No more pain.”

üü Did you hear it? Look at these and tell me what will be missing in the new 
heaven and new earth! What will be gone forever? Show the Lesson Illustrations 
again. Have students tell you what the pictures show. Death, sorrow, crying, pain.

That’s right! In God’s new creation there will be no more crying, ever! He 
will wipe away every tear forever! And that is because there will be no 
more sorrow. We will have nothing to be sad about! We will never get sick. 
And no one will ever die again! There won’t be any more sadness, sickness, 
or pain! This all sounds exciting, right? 

Refer to Lesson Flip Chart Page. But do you want to know what the MOST 
exciting part of this new creation is? GOD will be with His children 
forever! And those who are there will be so happy because they will be 
with Jesus forever! 

This new creation will only be for God’s children—people who have 
received Jesus Christ and trust Him for forgiveness. So, how can we 
become children of God? I’m going to read that from the Bible! Listen and 
then you can tell me! Read John 1:12.

üü Who do sinners need to receive and trust to become children of God? Jesus. 

Refer to Lesson Illustrations. The new creation that God promises to make 
will have no crying, no pain, no suffering, and no death. But God’s new 
creation is only for His children. And we can only become His children 
by believing in Jesus Christ. Jesus came to earth as a man and died on the 
Cross. Then He rose from the grave. And Jesus is the only way anyone can 
get to God, the Father. 

Refer to Lesson 11 Flip Chart Page. Jesus will come again one day. He has promised 
that! And He will keep His promise.

Refer to Lesson 12 Flip Chart Page. God will create a wonderful new heaven and 
new earth. But that new creation is only for the children of God—all who 
believe in Jesus Christ, turn away from their sins, and trust Jesus to forgive 
them.

SONG TIME

Turn to the Flip Chart Song Page. God has promised His children that He will make 
a new heaven and a new earth for them. There will be no crying or pain 
there! And God will come and be with them! We have a new song about 
the new heaven and earth. The song is called “God Has Promised.” Let’s 
sing it a few times together. Sing together while clapping.

John 1:12

➤➤ Turn to the 
Flip Chart Song 
Page and Flip Chart 
Memory Verse Page 
during this part of 
the lesson.
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1 Matching Game
MATERIALS
	One set of 14 Matching Game Cards for each group of 

students playing the game

	One set of matching cards for each student to take home 
with them 

	Envelopes or plastic bags to put students’ cards into

INSTRUCTIONS

Print and cut out two each of the seven Matching Game 
Cards from the Resource DVD-ROM. Make one set of 
14 cards for each group of students playing the game 
together. Students will play a matching game by trying 
to match the pictures on the cards. As they play and turn 
cards over, remind them that Jesus will return. And there 
will be a new heaven and new earth. In this new place 
God will wipe away every tear, there will be no more death, 
sorrow, crying, or pain. 

Make additional sets of cards for the children to take home 
with them.

We are going to play a card game today. I 
have seven different cards. But there are 
two of each card here in this stack. I am 
going to lay the cards face down, and you 
will take turns trying to find cards that 
match. These are some of the things that 
will be gone forever when Jesus returns and 
makes a new heaven and new earth. Let’s go 
through them before we start. 

Show and discuss the cards before you begin play. Jesus 
will return. And there will be a new heaven and new earth. 
In this new place God will wipe away every tear, there will 
be no more death, sorrow, crying, or pain. 

CONNECT TO THE TRUTH

God will one day make a new heaven and 
earth. The old heaven and earth will pass 
away. And God will be with His people 
forever!

Turn to the Flip Chart Memory Verse Page. We will have much to rejoice about when 
we see Jesus and the new heaven and earth! Let’s sing our Memory Verse 
Song and give thanks to God! Sing the Memory Verse Song with me! Sing 
the Memory Verse Song two or three times.

Turn to the Flip Chart Song Page. After Jesus rose from the dead, He went to 
heaven. He is preparing a place for His disciples! One day, He will come 
back to get His disciples. Let’s sing a song about the Father’s house! Sing “My 
Father’s House” together while using hand motions. 

Repeat songs as time allows. You may want to add hand motions, stomping, marching, or 
instruments. 

➤➤ Lyrics can be 
found on the Flip 
Chart Song Page 
and the Song Sheet 
at the back of this 
Teacher Guide.
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2 Rejoice Shakers
MATERIALS
	Paper plate for each student

	Dried beans, lentils, or rice

	Crayons & stickers

	Hot glue gun and glue sticks

	Colored electrical tape

	1/4 cup measurer

	Completed Rejoice Shaker to show

INSTRUCTIONS
Set plates on the tables, one for each student. Have the 
students scoop 1/4 cup of beans into the middle of their 
plate. Fold the plate like a taco and hot glue the edges 
together. Then help the students put colored electrical tape 
along the edges to give it a good seal. Now the students 
may color and decorate their Rejoice Shakers. Please use 

caution when handling the hot glue gun. Keep it up and 
out of reach of the students. 

Show completed Rejoice Shaker. Today we are 
going to make musical shakers that we will 
play to celebrate the new heaven and new 
earth God will make for His children. This 
new heaven and earth will be wonderful! 
After our shakers are made, we will sing and 
dance with them around the room. Sing the 
songs below after the shakers are completed. 

CONNECT TO THE TRUTH
In the new heaven and new earth, no one 
will be sad or sick again! Everyone will be 
happy and always rejoicing! Everyone who 
is a disciple of Jesus will get to be in the new 
heaven and earth that God will create! 
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Memory Verse Review and Activity
1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

MATERIALS
	Flip Chart Memory Verse Page

	Memory Verse Flashcards printed on cardstock (they will 
be used in Lesson 7–12)

	Tape or poster putty

INSTRUCTIONS 

Review the memory verse from the Flip Chart Memory 
Verse Page. Print, preferably onto cardstock, and cut out 
one set of the Memory Verse Flashcards. Pass the flashcards 
to nine students. Ask, “Who has the first flashcard?” Instruct 
the student to put the flashcard on the wall or board. Do 
the same for the remaining flashcards until all of them are 
on the wall in the proper order. Then call on students to 
remove the cards one at a time—reciting the verse after 
each card is removed. 

We’re going to practice our memory 
verse. Let’s say it first. Refer to the Flip Chart 
Memory Verse Page. 

Pass out the nine Memory Verse Flashcards. Good 
job! Now here are nine flashcards with the 

memory verse on them. I want you to bring 
these flashcards up and put them on the 
board while we practice the verse. Who has 
Flashcard #1? Continue placing the flashcards in order 
on the board. Refer to the pictures and say the verse as the 
students bring the flashcards up. 

Good job! Now I’m going to ask one of you 
to come up and take one of our flashcards 
down. Then we’ll say the verse without that 
flashcard! Do you think we can do it? Of 
course we can! Ok let’s do it! Call on a student 
to take down one flashcard then recite the verse together. 
Help the students to recite the verse after each flashcard is 
removed. Continue until the flashcards are gone. 

You may want to sing the Memory Verse Song instead of 
saying the verse. When finished, see if anyone can say the 
verse using the Flip Chart Memory Verse Page. 

CONNECT TO THE TRUTH
There will be a lot of rejoicing and 
thanksgiving in the new heaven and earth. 
That is because there will be no sadness! No 
one will be sick. And no one will die! 

Applying God’s Word/Snack
WHAT YOU HEARD IN THE WORD

After thanking God for your snack, review today’s lesson using the Lesson Illustrations and Lesson 
Flip Chart Page. 

Refer to the Lesson Illustrations. The new creation that God promises to make will 
have no crying, no pain, no suffering, and no death. God’s new creation is 
only for His children. And we can only become His children by believing 
in Jesus Christ. Jesus came to earth as a man and died on the Cross for 
sinners. Then He rose from the grave. And Jesus is the only way anyone 
can get to God, the Father. 
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GOD’S WORD IN THE REAL WORLD 

We live in a world that has sadness and sickness, sin and death. But 
one day, Jesus will return for His disciples. He will make a new heaven 
and a new earth. This new heaven and new earth will only be for God’s 
children. In it, there will be no more crying or sickness or sin or death! 
This is great news! 

Group Prayer Time
•	 Thank God for the wonderful future He has planned for His children.

•	 Ask God to draw many people to Himself so they will receive and believe in 
Jesus. 

Do you still have more time? Review the past quarters using the Flip Charts, 
add another coloring sheet, recite and review the current and past memory 
verses, sing more songs, bring out play dough. Keep the children occupied with 
intentional, God-centered activities until their parents come to pick them up. 

➤➤ Pass out 
the Student Take 
Home Sheets and 
remind the children 
to practice the 
memory verse this 
week.
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Song Sheet
GOD HAS PROMISED

(To the tune of “Baa, Baa Black Sheep”) 

God has made a pro-omise to you. 
(Baa, baa black sheep have you any wool?)

If you trust and believe in Him, too! 
(Yes sir, yes sir three bags full.)

The heaven and the earth will all be new. 
(One for my master and one for my dame.)

Our sadness and our tears will no longer 
make us blue.  
(And one for the little boy who lives down the lane.)

It will be a wo-onderful day. 
(Baa, baa black sheep have you any wool?)

When God wipes our tears away. 
(Yes sir, yes sir three bags full.)

1 THESSALONIANS 5:16–18
(To the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”)

Re-joice always, 
(Are you sleeping?)

Pray with-out ceasing, 
(Are you sleeping?) 

In everything  

(Brother John?)

Gi-ive thanks;  
(Brother John?)

For this is the will of God 
(Morning bells are ringing,)

In Christ Jesus for you. 
(Morning bells are ringing.)

1 Thessalonians  
(Ding, ding, dong,)

5:16–18  
(Ding, ding, dong.)

MY FATHER’S HOUSE
(To the tune of “Do you Know the Muffin Man?”)

Jesus said:
I’m going to my Father’s House, 

(Do you know the muffin man), 
Angle your hands over your head like a roof.

My Father’s House, 
(The muffin man,)

My Father’s House. 
(The muffin man?)

I’m going to my Father’s House, 
(Do you know the muffin man,)

To prepare a place for you. 
(Who lives on Drury Lane?)

I will come back to take you there, 
Nod your head

To take you there,
To take you there.
I will come back to take you there,
Just as I said I would.

You will hear the angel shout, 
Shout the word “shout.”

The angel shout,
The angel shout.
You will hear the angel shout
Just as I said he would.

You will hear the trumpet sound, 
Form your hands into the shape of a trumpet in front of 
your mouth.

The trumpet sound,
The trumpet sound.
You will hear the trumpet sound,
Just as I said it would.

Think of fun ways to sing. Get children in a circle holding hands. They can go in one direction and at 
each verse quickly reverse direction. Put one or more than one child in the middle of the circle. Go 
around them then move in and back out! Get them into a straight line. Have them follow you around 
the room.
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Notes


