
Paul and Silas in Jail

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS

•	 Print one copy of the script as you coach the children to act out today’s lesson. 

•	 Print and cut out the character name tags below. Have students color the name tags. 

•	 When finished coloring, tape the colored character name tags to participating students. Place them in 
the room appropriately as you introduce them.

•	 Bring in simple robes or other items to make costumes.

•	 Set up your prison in the corner or under a table.  

CHARACTERS

1.	 Paul 

2.	 Silas

3.	 Policeman 1

4.	 Policeman 2

5.	 Judge – set apart from other characters

6.	 Prison guard – sitting outside the “jail”

7.	 Two students to be the “jail doors.” They can stretch their arms and hold hands across the doorway of 
the jail.
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Print and cut out the character name tags. Have students color the name tags. 

PAUL 

SILAS

POLICEMAN 
1
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Print and cut out the character name tags. Have students color the name tags. 

POLICEMAN 
2

JUDGE

   PRISON 
GUARD 
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Paul and Silas In Jail Role Play Script

Determine who will participate in the role play. Introduce them and put their name tags on them before beginning. 
Place them appropriately in the room as you introduce them before you begin. Indicate where the jail will be (perhaps 
under a table), and assign two students to be the “jail doors.” 

Teacher: Paul and Silas were telling people about Jesus. 

Paul: Coach Paul to say, “Jesus is God!”

Silas: Coach Silas to say, “Jesus is the Savior!”

Teacher: But some people did not like what Paul and Silas were doing. The police came and arrested 
Paul and Silas! Coach Policemen 1 and 2 to come and get Paul and Silas. 

Policeman 1: Coach Policeman 1 to say to them, “You are in trouble!”

Policeman 2: Coach Policeman 2 to say to them, “Stop talking about Jesus!” 

Teacher: The police took Paul and Silas to the judge. Coach Policemen 1 and 2 to lead Paul and Silas to the 
judge.

Policeman 1: Coach Policeman 1  to say to the judge, “These men should be in jail!”

Judge: Coach Judge to say, “Beat them with rods, and put them into jail!” 

Policeman 1 and 2: Coach Policemen 1 and 2 to bring Paul and Silas and put them in jail! 

Teacher: Have the students who are the “jail doors” open their hands (the doors) and then shut them again once 
Paul and Silas go into jail. 

Teacher: While in prison, Paul and Silas prayed and sang songs to God. Coach students in jail to look 
happy and pray to God!

Teacher: Suddenly, there was a powerful earthquake that opened the prison doors to the jail! 

Teacher: Coach students who are the “jail doors” to “shake” and open their hands.

Teacher: The prison guard had fallen asleep. But he suddenly woke up! Coach the Prison Guard to look 
sleepy and surprised. 

Teacher: He was surprised to see that the jail doors were open and Paul and Silas were still inside!

Prison Guard: Coach the Prison Guard to say to Paul and Silas, “You are still here! What must I do to be 
saved?”

Paul : Coach Paul to say, “Believe in Jesus and you can be saved!” 

Prison Guard: Coach the Prison Guard to say, “I believe! I am saved!” 
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