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CCR News  
Update from the Ground in 

Rwanda Greetings from Paul & Elizabeth Johnson, 
 
As we closed 2019, we are still unable to finalize the 
Calvary Chapel registration.  Paul had to complete his 
Bachelor’s of Theology degree; and he has now completed 
the degree a four weeks ago.  However, with of all the 
troubles with COVID19, the Calvary Chapel Bible 
College in Joshua Springs was closed, and with all the 
civic unrest and riots in California, he is still waiting to get 
it. Please continue to pray for the Calvary Chapel 
registration in 2020, we are almost at the end.   
We were blessed to host a young couple from Joshua 
Spring Bible College in California that spent four months 
with us, and thank God that they left 18th February, 2020, 
few weeks from the COVID19 lockdown. They are well 
and are now expecting their first baby before hopefully 
returning to serve in Rwanda sometimes in the future. 
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As you know, we started a School of Ministry in 2019, but 
was closed in the fall due to new federal laws here prohibiting 
any so called school of any training operated by a church 
ministry.  We had a fulltime teacher and 8 students. 
Currently, two are still receiving informal training trough 
Paul's guidance, and two students joined a Calvary Chapel 
school of ministry in Jinja, Uganda, where they are still 
receiving training.   

During 2019, Paul facilitated the 
translation of 4 new Foundational 
Discipleship Books to add to the CCR 
repertoire. Each book numbers about 
90-95 pages with numerous bible study 
topics each giving us very good basic 
Bible studies resources for everyone, 
both young and old. Paul has also much 
more material to continue to add to the 
collection.  We are now more than able 
to concentrate on training up the next 
generation. 
 
We had also started 2020 with a shaky 
start due to COVID19. But Our Lord 
has been watching over us every day, we 
give praise to Jesus! 
 
For your update, beyond evangelism, in 
2019 we distributed over 26,000 new 
English books through a partnership we 
have with a UK NGO "Book Aid 
International." We are blessed to receive 
these new books that we 
managed to distribute in 
over 40 new and existing 
community libraries. We 
had traveled many 
miles/kilometers last year 
doing book distributions and 
creating five children reading 
corner libraries and training 
librarians. 
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CCR Shyorongi Church 
In the spring of 2020, we also received another guest 
from CC Riverside, Steve Thomson.  During his visit we 
were just moving into the new rental hall in Shyorongi 
where the first official Calvary Chapel Church is located, 
20 minutes north of Rwanda's capital city of Kigali. This 
rental facility has a seating capacity of about 120, and 6 
small outbuildings with rooms that we are using for 
stock, office, living quarters for the guard, and a small 
library for community access. 

COVID19 Challenges 
This new location doubled the cost from the previous 
School of Ministry rental facility, but it is worth the 
cost as we managed to start our first church meeting 
in February, but COVID19 halted the gathering.   
Moving in the new location came with much 
unexpected renovation and new construction costs 
for the community also.   

Change to Comply with New 
Church Plant during Covid19  

We built a bridge (picture right) behind the church rental for 
vehicles and foot pedestrians to access the CCR ministry site, 
through an old road with a very broken down and rotten 
wooden bridge that connected the church to the community.   

 
After the initial COVID19 lockdown, we also had to comply 
with the government of Rwanda's regulations for a church to 
operate during this pandemic period. We did built an additional 
4-door outdoor-latrine including one for handicap access, plus a 
hand washing station. Despite all these recommended upgrades, 
we are still waiting for the final approval for church service. 
 
Rwanda had its first case of Covid19 in March, and the 
Rwandan government took serious measures of lockdown, and 
we were in our house until end of May. During the lock down 
we did over 800 food distributions to the needy where we live in 
Kigali and in the new CC Shyorongi ministry plant in the 
Northern Province where we had just opened the doors of our 
second Calvary Chapel church!  
 

   CCR News         Spring  - Summer 2020 

New Latrines and Hands Washing Station 
for COVID19 Compliance  

New Bridge at CCR Shyorongi Church 

New rental hall for CCR Shyorongi (outside & 
inside) with Steve, Larissa, Jessie and Elizabeth 
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COVID19 Food Distribution 

This July 2020, we hosted Certified 

Training for COVID19 Prevention 

to all our 28 volunteers and others 

to guide church adherents before 

and during the services. We also 

spaced the chairs to respect the 1.5 

meter distances between, limiting 

how many persons can sit in each 

service, giving us only 30 seats 

inside. We can host 3 services to be 

able to serve our new church 

devotees.  We are still waiting for 

district approval, Lord willing. 

   Grace News         Spring - Summer 2020 

Training of COVID19 Volunteers for CCR 

Food Packaging in the Johnson's Home 

We managed to feed over 75 families (280 people) in the North plus 120 families in Kigali (500+ people), 
including 35 street youth with their families.  We were blessed by many of you.  The Covid feeding 
program, which is still on going to date (800+now) and into the future, is dependent upon funds in hand. 
We still have marginalized people who we are still providing food case by case: as well, as of today, we 
are still currently feeding daily lunch meals to all of our current construction workers and all the security 
guards we have since the lockdown started in March. We feed over 25 

people per 
day 6 days a 
week. We 
look at it as 
ministry to 
support those 
who need 
jobs and who 
would have 
gone without 
a lunch meal.  
We also do 

distributions of Bibles, Discipleship printed books and evangelistic 
tracts. During COVID19, Bibles studies continued by Whats-App 
sharing, and group cell phone conversation from CCR Shyorongi, and 
we are exploring better ways to start online teaching, but this will depend on the internet accessibility, and 
church members' need. 
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CCR Gisozi Building 

Ø To reopen CCR Church Services in 
Shyorongi. 

Ø To initiate full time weekly Home Bible 
Fellowships and Cell Groups for building-
up the CCR attendees and members using 
the 4 newly created Foundational Biblical 
Discipleship Study books (75-96 pages ea.) 
in the mother tongue of Rwandan.   

Ø To host weekly studies in the new church 
rental, and within member's homes. 

Ø As mentioned previously, we have 10 fully 
English Pastoral Training and Bible 
Foundation's Discipleship BTCP books 
(each 75-95 pages) and have translated some 
into the local Rwandan language with more 
needing to translate. 

CCR News                                                                                  Spring - Summer 2020 

We started at the beginning of this year the construction of 
the first building at our Calvary Chapel Campus Gisozi lot.  
It will be two full levels with a half basement below on 
ground level. (see Picture: Top floor to be added yet). 
The two main levels will serve as both, a residence for the 
Johnsons, and for other visitors/missionaries, as well be 
used for office needs as well. It also has a half basement, 
which will help to stock donated library books and project 
items. We hope to have the building completed by 
December 2020 depending on 
the availability of funding.  

Next Step: Pray for Us ! 

Ø Some Chuck-Traks have been translated, also 
some good evangelism tracts.  

Ø The biggest translation project we are 
undertaking is a complete the New 
Translation of the NT Bible into the 
Rwandan language. Paul has started with the 
Gospel of John to chapter 9, but other things 
have gotten in the way, as we don’t have 
enough Harvest Helpers to do the work of 
the ministry yet. 

Ø Safety for the Johnsons & the CCR Family 
when we will start meeting as a church 

Ø Continue to pray for the completion of the 
Calvary Chapel Rwanda Church Registration 

Ø Pray for public schools, as they get ready to 
open doors in September, the contamination is 
unavoidable in rural communities. 

Ø Pursing In-house training of the three 
School of Ministry students and recruit new 
interested participants, without conflicting 
with local guidelines  

Ø Continue the house constructions at Gisozi, 
so the Johnsons can move-in by December 
2020 to save on the rental cost and to 
accommodate future CCR missionaries and 
guests 

Ø Continue sort books for new libraries, ... 

Paul overseeing workers  
on the site: 



 

 

Provide and donate to us through: 
 

Riverside Calvary Chapel 
#8 - 20178 98th Ave., 
Langley BC Can 
V1M0B2 
 

(604) 539 9673 
 

Give on line: 
www.riversidecalvary.com/give/ 
 
Mail in, or website donation: please mark 
it for Rwanda and we shall be blessed. 
 

By Mail: send cheque to above address.   
Tax Receiptable in Canada 
 
 
 
 

P. O. Box 2515 Kigali,  
RWANDA 
 

Direct Land Line Phone connect from Canada 
 

Direct land line: 011 (250) 782060 341  
Direct land line: 011 (250) 781561 362 
 
 
Direct Cell Phone connect from Canada 
 

Direct dial from cell: +(250) 782060 341 
Direct dial from cell: +(250) 781561 362 

 

Thank You For Your Continuous 
Support 

 Lastly, we want to share a testimony about a new couple to the ministry.  This last May, a couple we did 
not know previously from a Calvary Chapel in the USA contacted us about a young family here in Kigali 
they were connected with. They requested us to help this young family here, as they were out of work 
since the lockdown with 3 young children. We had a visit to their home and donated enough food to 
keep them going.  Since we restarted the construction on our ministry site (a 2 1/2-story apartment style 
complex), we mentioned to the husband Jean Baptiste that he would be welcome to work on the site 
until their previous job would restart. He agreed, and we helped the family to find a small reasonably 
priced rental house only a few doors from our site. They are doing very well and he’s enjoying providing 
for his family, while being mentored by Claude one of out team members in Kigali who graduated from 
Kampala CC School of Ministry.  Jean is a potential student of the CCR School of Ministry once we will 
reopen the doors, and his wife Jane, a trained accountant  is helping the CCR  Women sewing group.  
Praise God. 

Contact Us 
calvarychapelrwanda@gmail.com 
Call direct by cell to + (250) 781561362 
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Rwanda Information:  

We take this opportunity to thank all our individual donors, corporate donors and all our volunteers. Your 
Contribution is changing lives in Rwanda. 

Any donation received will support the launch of Calvary Chapel Rwanda and our first operational 
Calvary Chapel ministry plant in Rulindo. Please join us in reaching our goal of transforming lives "For 

Generations... by Living by the Word!" within Rwanda. 


